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possible solemnity the Festival of the immaculate
Conception of the Virgin, and each of us vowed to
say a Mass every month in the year in honor of this
same holy Mystery, with the other details your Rev-
erence [47] had laid down for our guidance. We be-
lieve that the Blessed Virgin has accepted our humble
devotions; for that very day we baptized three little
girls,— one of whom, named Marie of the Conception,
is that little girl so eager to learn, of whom we have
spoken above,—and before the end of the month we
had baptized twenty-eight; since then, we see a not-
able change, so much so that every month we have
gained a goodly number, in consequence of that
offering.

On the day of the Purification, having assembled
all the Christian children, adorned as best they could,
along with their parents, we performed in their pres-
ence the benediction of the tapers; then we ex-
plained to the adults how on such a day our Lady
had offered her Son in the Temple to the Eternal
Father, and how, in imitation of her, they ought also
to present their children to the service of God, and if
they did so God would take a more particular care of
them; they were very well pleased with these state-
ments. Hence, taking a Crucifix in my hand, I pro-
nounced in their language this Prayer:

[48] Come  listen you who have made the earth, and you
Io sakhrihote de Sondechichiai, dinde

who Father call yourself, and you his Son
esa d’Oistan  ichiatsi, dinde de hoen
who call yourself, and you Spirit Holy who call yourself;
ichiatsi, dinde de Esken d’oatatoecti ichiatsi;
come listen, for it is not a thing of small importance that

Io sakhrihote onekindé oeron d’icwa-



